	

	




	
	

	




	Risk Assessment – Specific Activity/Situation
	


	Workplace Activity:
	Care Home (Learning Difficulties) Laundry
	Date:
	


	Persons at Risk- Affected by Activity:
	All Staff
	Number
	8

	Any Vulnerable Persons Affected by Activity:
	Service Users
	Number
	8


	Potential Hazards
	Assessment of Risk

	Ref.
	
	Low
	Med
	High

	1. 
	Blood Borne Viruses, infection of staff or service users – hazards include Hepatitis B/C, HIV 
	
	√
	

	2.
	Manual Handling – back or upper limb injuries
	
	√
	

	3.
	Electricity – shocks, burns, electrical use in possible wet environment
	√
	
	

	4.
	Slips/Trips/Falls
	√
	
	

	5.
	COSHH – contact with cleaning chemicals 
	√
	
	

	6
	Fire
	√
	
	

	7
	Waste Disposal
	√
	
	

	8
	Foreign objects in laundry – stab, cut or puncture injury 
	√
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Existing Control Measures

	1.0 Procedure for handling soiled laundry in place and staff trained in procedure

	1.1 Body fluid spillage /cleaning kits available from office for use in the case of spillage – staff      
      Instructed in correct use procedure

	1.2 Staff trained and regularly reminded about hand washing after handling laundry

	1.3 Hepatitis B vaccination offered to all care employees  

	1.3 Employees  must cover any cuts/grazes with waterproof dressings

	1.4 Alginate bags available for soiled laundry

	1.5 Protective equipment –

     gloves, mask, apron and goggles available for use when handling soiled laundry

	1.6 Clinical waste bin available in laundry area for disposal of soiled gloves/aprons

	

	2.0 All employees  have received manual handling training

	2.1 Only competent contractors used to replace/repair equipment or lift/move machines etc

	2.2 Risk assessments in place for lifting and moving clothing 

	2.3 Employees  shown how to use machines

	2.4 All employees  have received health and safety training (new employees  not to use equipment until trained)


	Existing Control Measures

	3.0 Annual PAT testing carried out

	3.1 Electrical Fixed Wiring installation tested and inspected every 5 years

	3.2 Machines work on interlock system only

	3.3 Machines maintained by competent contractor

	3.4 Staff aware how to report any faults on electrical equipment

	

	4.0 Staff aware to clean any spillages 

	4.1 Warning signs to be put in place if leak or flooring is wet

	4.2 Area to be kept clear and tidy

	

	5.0 COSHH Materials kept in locked cupboard

	5.1 Safety data sheets available in cupboard

	5.2 Gloves available for handling of laundry and laundry detergent

	5.3 COSHH risk assessments in place

	5.4 Staff trained in the use of detergents

	

	6.0 Refer to fire risk assessment

	6.1 Tumble driers vented to outside

	6.3 Lint removed from tumble driers on a weekly basis

	6.4 Staff trained not to overload washing machine

	

	7.0 All contaminated waste to be placed in yellow bags/bins

	7.1 Disposable gloves to be used if necessary to handle contaminated waste

	

	8.0 Minimise the handling of any laundry

	8.1 First aid kit, trained personnel and procedures in place

	8.2 Any sharps disposed of in dedicated sharps box


	Initial Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	√
	Medium
	
	High
	


	RISK RATING = SEVERITY x LIKELIHOOD

	Rating
	SEVERITY of injury/disease
	LIKELIHOOD of occurrence

	HIGH
	Fatality; major injury or illness causing long term disability
	Certain or near certain to occur

	MEDIUM
	Injury or illness causing short term disability
	Reasonably likely to occur

	LOW
	Other injury or illness
	Unlikely to occur


	Additional Control Measures - (If Applicable)
	Person Responsible for implementation

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	


	Residual Assessment of Overall Risk
	Low
	√
	Medium
	
	High
	


Note:
Re-assessment required if overall residual risk is high.
	Additional Information:

(Notes, comments, further details, outline procedures, safe systems of work, standards, drawings, etc.)

	· Avoid clean laundry coming into contact with soiled laundry 

· Consider infection control in any future upgrade of laundry equipment 
· See Procedures for Soiled Laundry Handling
· Reference to HSG 220 Health and Safety in Care Homes
· See page 30 of DOH Guidance on infection control for temperature guidance for washing laundry

· No sluicing to be done in laundry area – use of prewash cycle on machine for removal of solids




	Risk Assessment Circulation list  (tick box)

	Employees
	√
	Management
	√
	Contractors
	

	Other – Specify:
	

	Signature of responsible person:
	Date:

	
	

	Assessor:
	
	Signature:
	

	Date Assessed:
	
	Review Date: 
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